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Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
Amy Anderson, Associate Provost  
for Global and Intercultural Affairs 
Tonight’s keynote address brings an important voice and perspective 
to a particularly relevant topic for our time and our institution. The 
ability of faith and education to both 
suppress and free must be part of the critical 
evaluation of our times. 
It is essential that we understand and 
learn about the diversity of experiences 
within the church and its educational 
institutions—experiences that are either 
marginalized or completely hidden. It can 
be difficult to face the full truth about the 
role of the church and our institutions, 
including UD, as both liberator and 
oppressor. We need to understand and 
embrace both the liberatory power of the 
faith and the Church’s role in the histories of slavery, segregation, and 
white supremacy. Without this critical examination, we are not whole. 
Our speaker tonight will help us on our journey. She raises up the history 
and legacy of Black Catholics—lay and vowed, particularly women—for 
us to see the enduring innovation, courage, and resilience of these 
faithful. She helps us see that Black Faith Matters. 
So without further delay, I’d like to introduce Dr. Shannen Dee 
Williams. Dr. Williams is the Albert Lepage Assistant Professor of 
History at Villanova University, a historian of the African American 
experience with research and teaching specializations in women’s, 
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religious, and Black freedom movement history. Williams is completing 
her first book, Subversive Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long 
African American Freedom Struggle, with Duke University Press. 
Dr. Williams’s research has been supported by a host of fellowships, 
grants, and awards, including: 
• A Scholar-in-Residence Program Fellowship at the Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture in New York City. 
• A Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship 
from the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. 
• An Albert J. Beveridge Grant from the American Historical 
Association. 
• The Huggins-Quarles Award from the Organization of American 
Historians. 
• The John Tracy Ellis Dissertation Award from the American 
Catholic Historical Association. 
Her work has been published in the Journal of African American 
History, American Catholic Studies, America magazine, the National 
Catholic Reporter, Catholic News Service, Religion Dispatches, and The 
Washington Post. 
A Distinguished Lecturer for the Organization of American 
Historians and a regular columnist for the Catholic News Service, Dr. 
Williams received the Mary Magdalene Award from the Southeast 
Pennsylvania chapter of the Women’s Ordination Conference in 2020 for 
amplifying the voices of Black Catholic women and girls in church 
history. In 2018, she received the FutureChurch organization’s inaugural 
Sister Christine Schenk Award for Young Catholic Leadership for using 
history to foster racial justice and reconciliation. 
Finally, her column in The Washington Post, “Black Catholic 
Women Like Amanda Gorman Are Forgotten Prophets of American 
Democracy,”1 is something I would recommend to all of us. Welcome, 
Dr. Williams. 
                                                            
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/02/10/black-catholic-women-are-
forgotten-prophets-american-democracy/ 
